PRAISING  THE  LORD  -  Mika  Hariand.  director  of  church  muaic  for  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Nashville,  performs  a 
solo  at  the  Oct.  29  evening  session  of  the  2013  annual  meeting  of  the  Misaissippi  Baptist  Convention  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  Joining  Hariand  are  the  com¬ 
bined  choirs  of  Broadmoor  Church.  Madison;  Crossgates  Church,  Brandon;  and  First  Church.  Jackson.  Hariand  is  a  former  Mississippi  Baptist  music  minister. 
(Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

Vicksburg  pastor  to  lead  Baptists  into  2014 


By  William  H.  Parkins  Jr. 
Editor 

Douglas  Matthew  ‘Matt’ 
Buckles  Sr.,  senior  pastor  of 

First  Church,  i - - - 1 

Vicksburg, 
was  elect¬ 
ed  Oct  29 
as  the  new 
president  of 
the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist 
Convention 
by  messen¬ 
gers  attend-  BUCKLES 
mg  the  2013 

annual  meeting  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 

A  total  of  889  messengers 
registered  for  the  2013  annual 
session,  down  from  920  mes¬ 
sengers  who  registered  for  the 
2012  annual  meeting. 

Buckles  was  nominated  by 
Barry  Corbett,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Kosciusko.  The  nomi¬ 
nation  was  seconded  by  Thad 
Moore,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Coffeeville.  There  were  no 
other  nominations.  He  replac¬ 
es  David  Hamilton,  pastor  of 
West  Heights  Church,  Ponto¬ 
toc,  who  completed  two  terms 
as  president  and  was  not  eli¬ 
gible  for  reelection. 

Buckles  is  a  former  consul¬ 
tant  and  director  of  the  Church 
Administration/Pastoral  Lead¬ 
ership  Department  at  the  Mis- 


Brandon  (1990-1991);  Lowery 
Memorial  Church,  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  (1086-1990);  Goss  Church, 
Columbia  (1982-86);  Sylvarena 
Church,  Wesson  (1979-1982); 
and  Hamburg  Church,  Roxie 
(1976-1979).  He  also  served  14 
interim  pastorates  while  at  the 
convention  board. 

Buckles  holds  doctor  of  min¬ 
istry  (1989)  and  master  of  di¬ 
vinity  (1980)  degrees  from  New 
Orleans  Seminaiy;  a  bachelor  of 
arts  (1978)  degree  from  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  in  Clinton;  and  an 
associate  of  arts  degree  (1976) 
from  Copiah-Lincoln  Commu¬ 
nity  College  in  Wesson. 

He  has  been  married  to  wife 
Karen  for  36  years.  They  have 
two  adult  children  ana  one 
grandchild. 

Joining  Buckles  in  leading 
the  convention  for  the  coming 
year  are: 

■  First  Vice-President:  Joe 
Pate,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Greenwood  (second  term). 
Pate  defeated  Gary  Wyatt,  pas¬ 
tor  of  North  Morton  Church, 
Morton,  in  the  only  contested 
race.  The  final  vote  total  was 
not  announced. 

Pate  was  nominated  by 
Gene  Henderson,  retired  pas¬ 
tor  and  member  of  Pinelake 
Church,  Brandon.  The  nomi¬ 
nation  was  seconded  by  Bobby 


;  Sylvarena 


rch,  Wesson  (1979-1982); 
Hamburg  Church,  Roxie 
6-1979).  He  also  served  14 


Kirk,  member  of  Roundaway 
Church,  Doddsville.  Wyatt 
was  nominated  by  Earl  Clark, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Mor¬ 
ton.  The  nomination  was  sec¬ 
onded  by  Mike  Everett,  mem¬ 
ber  of  Poplar  Springs  Drive 
Church,  Meridian. 

■  Second  Vice-President: 
Donnie  Stuart,  pastor  of  Rock 
Bluff  Church,  Daniel  (second 
term).  Stuart  was  nominated 
by  Clarence  Cooper,  pastor  of 
Brandon  Church,  Brandon.  The 
nomination  was  seconded  by 
Rick  Henson,  pastor  of  Oakdale 
Church,  Brandon.  There  were 
no  other  nominations. 

■  Recording  Secretary: 
Michael  Weeks,  pastor  of 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Ol¬ 
ive  Branch.  Weeka,  the  in¬ 
cumbent,  was  nominated  by 
Rex  Yancey,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Ripley.  There  were 
no  other  nominations. 

■  Associate  Recording  Sec¬ 
retary:  Jerry  Bingham,  mis¬ 
sions  director  for  Benton- 
Tippah  Association  in  Ripley. 
Bingham,  the  incumbent, 
was  nominated  by  Clarence 
Cooper,  pastor  of  Brandon 
Church,  Brandon.  There  were 
no  other  nominations. 

Messengers  also  approved 
a  2014  Mississippi  Baptist  Co¬ 
operative  Program  budget  of 
*31,621,435,  a  decrease  ot  2.2% 
from  the  2013  budget.  The  Chal¬ 
lenge  portion  -  any  gifts  given 


above  the  established  budget  - 
will  be  shared  pro-rata  by  the 
entire  budget. 

A  sole  resolution  was  ratified 
by  messengers  which  expressed 
‘gratitude  and  appreciation' 
to  the  pastor,  staff,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  Church,  Jackson, 
for  hosting  the  convention;  the 
speakers,  singers,  and  instru¬ 
mentalists;  David  Hamilton  for 
his  leadership  over  two  terms 
as  president;  and  to  officers, 
board  members,  trustees,  com¬ 
mittee  members,  and  volun¬ 
teers,  “who  have  served  this 
Convention  faithfully." 

In  addition  to  the  President's 
Address  by  Hamilton  at  the  Oct 
29  morning  session,  the  Con¬ 
vention  Sermon  was  preached 
by  Chip  Stevens,  pastor  of  First 
Cnurcn,  Starkville,  during  the 
Oct.  29  afternoon  session.  Jim 
Futral,  executive  director  of  the 
Misaissippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  in  Jackson,  provided  the 
Message  for  the  Oct  29  evening 
session,  and  Ken  Whitten,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Idlewild  Church,  Lutz,  FI., 
provided  the  Messau  during 
the  Oct.  30  morning  *ssion. 

The  Bible  Treasures  series 
of  devotionals  was  provid¬ 
ed  by  Charles  Carter,  pastor 
emeritus  of  Shades  Mountain 
Church  in  Birmingham,  Al., 
and  former  interim  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Jackson. 

Worship  through  music  was 
provided  by: 


■  The  Sanctuary  Choir  and 
Praise  Team  from  West  Heights 
Church,  Pontotoc. 

■  Mississippi  Singing 
Churchmen. 

■  Sanctuary  Choir  of  First 
Church,  Starkville. 

■  Combined  choirs  of 
Broadmoor  Church,  Madison; 
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Christians  persecuted  around  globe 


’mar  Muhnde  grew  up  in  a  strict 
Muslim  home  in  Uganda.  His 


grandfather  was  an  imam  (religious 
leader),  and  Umar  was  trained  in  Islamic 
thought  which  went  unchallenged  until  he 
left  home  for  college. 

Umar  visited  a  church  for  the  fL  st  time 
one  Sunday  and  was  so  impressed  with 
the  Gospel  that  he  surrendered  his  life  to 
Christ  Three  Muslim  friends  saw  him  leave 
the  church,  and  attacked  him.  He  assumed 
the  beatings  would  stop.  He  was  wrong. 

In  time,  Umar  preached  in  a  church  that 
grew  in  size  to  1,000.  On  Christmas  night 
2011  as  he  left  church,  Muslim  assailants 
threw  acid  on  his  face  as  they  shouted,  "Al- 
lahu  Akbar"  (“God  is  Greatest”). 

As  a  result,  he  is  badly  scarred  and  blind 
in  one  eye  —  but  he  continues  to  preach. 
"When  I  became  a  Christian,  I  was  set  free 
from  legalism,  fear,  and  hatred.  My  mes- 


Guest  opinion 

with  Rob  Phillips 


lands  hostile  to  Christianity. 

Dietrich  Bonhoeffer,  the  German  pastor 
executed  in  a  Nazi  concentration  camp, 
once  remarked,  ‘Christianity  stands  or  falls 
with  its  revolutionary  protest  against  vio¬ 
lence,  arbitrariness  arid  pride  of  power  and 
with  its  plot  for  the  weak.  Christians  are 
doing  too  little  to  make  these  points  dear 
rather  than  too  much.” 

Bonhoeffer  continued,  ‘Christendom 
adjusts  itself  far  too  easily  to'£  worship 
of  power.  Christians  should  give  more  of¬ 
fense,  shock  the  world  far  more,  than  they 
are  doing  now.  Christians  should  take  a 
stronger  stand  in  favor  of  the  weak  rather 
than  considering  first  the  possible  right  of 
the  strong.” 

Martin  Niemoller,  a  German  pastor  who 
survived  seven  years  in  a  Nazi  concentra¬ 
tion  camp,  famously  said,  ‘First  they  came 
for  the  Socialists,  and  I  did  not  speak  out 
—  because  I  was  not  a  Socialist.  Then  they 
came  for  the  Trade  Unionists,  and  I  did 
not  speak  out  —  because  I  was  not  a  Trade 
Unionist  Then  they  came  for  the  Jews,  and 
I  did  not  speak  out  —  because  1  was  not  a 
Jew.  Then  they  came  for  me  —  and  there 
was  no  one  left  to  speak  for  me.” 

There  are  enough  Baptist  Christians  in 


Ken  Whitten  is  right.  The  tions,  accusations,  or  backbiting 

senior  pastor  of  Idlewild  with  which  to  contend.  The 
Church  in  Lutz,  FI.,  outside  messengers  moved  smoothly  on 
Tampa,  preaching  last  week  at  with  convention  business  and 
the  2013  annual  meeting  of  the  then  returned  to  praise 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and  worship, 
at  First  Church,  Jackson,  com-  That's  something  a  lot  of 
mented  that  Mississippi  Baptists  Mississippi  Baptists  who  skip 
seem  to  get  along  quite  well.  It’s  the  annual  meeting  cannot 
not  that  way  in  some  of  the  other  begin  to  understand.  Messen- 
state  conventions  that  comprise  gers  to  the  annual  meeting  are 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  of  course  there  to  handle  the 
he  added.  business  matters  of  their  state 

It  doesn’t  take  long  for  an  convention,  but  it’s  obvious  that 
observant  person  to  reach  that  they  want  to  address  those  mat- 
conclusion  about  the  year-round  ters  as  thoroughly  as  necessary 
conduct  of  Mississippi  Baptists,  and  as  swiftly  as  possible  so  they 
but  it  is  especially  true  during  can  return  to  praise  and  worship 
our  state  convention's  annual  of  our  Heavenly  Father  and 

meeting.  We  do  get  along,  and  His  Son,  our  Lord  and  Savior 
the  important  Kingdom  wofk  Jesus  Christ, 
remaining  to  be  done  is  better  off  Praise  and  worship  are  what 
because  of  it.  Mississippi  Baptists  do,  and  at- 

In  some  states,  the  relation-  tending  the  annual  meeting  is 
ships  between  Baptists  are  so  like  being  in  the  beat  seats  for  an 
contentious  that  the  state  con-  all-star  game.  The  sanctuary  of 
ventions  have  split  into  two  First  Church,  Jackson,  rings  with 

distinct  and  competitive  groups,  joy  as  messengers  and  guests  ex- 
In  one  state,  Baptists  are  aggres-  press  their  love  and  commitment 
sively  suing  Baptists  iif  secular  to  the  One  who  loves  us  and  is 
court  for  possession  and  con-  committed  to  us. 
trol  of  convention  property  and  The  Bible  Treasure  devo- 
asaets.  In  at  least  three  states  tionak  are  phenomenal,  led  by 
where  Baptists  have  split,  there  some  of  the  brightest  lights  in 
are  two  Baptist  newspapers.  The  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
list  of  antagonistic  activities  in  tion.  The  messages  are  unfor- 

those  states  could  go  on  and  on.  gettable.  The  music  k  beyond 
Not  so  in  Mississippi.  Baptists  inspirational.  The  atmosphere 
here  know  how  to  keep  their  eyes  ia  unmistakably  filled  with  the 
on  the  prize.  We  have  learned.  Holy  Spirit.  There’s  nothing  else 

through  the  Lord's  leadership  in  like  it  in  Mississippi, 
our  lives,  to  throttle  egos,  avoid  So,  why  weren't  you  there?  In 
unnecessary  conflict,  and  move  addition  to  the  soul-satkfying 
forward  in  order  to  accomplkh  praise,  worship,  and  preaching, 
our  ultimate  goal  of  helping  to  you  could  have  been  involved  in 
bring  Mississippi  and  the  world  determimnjtthe  direction  of  jthe 

to  Jesus  (Matt.  28:18-20).,  ,  convention  for  the  coming  year 
An  important  segment  of  -  and  beyond.  Most  Mississippi 

the  2013  annual  meeting  of  the  Baptists  would  be  astounded  to 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  know  the  depth  and  scope  of  all 
serves  as  a  good  example.  Only  the  ministries  they  support  each 


tX  newsfour- 


to  what  is 


B2ptistRecord 


BAPTiSTS 


2 


November  7,  2013  The  Baptist  Record 


U.S.  NEWS 

Texas  abortion  clinic  law 


similar  to  Miss,  law  upheld 


AUSTIN,  Taxat  (BP  and  local  reports) 

—  A  Texas  law  regulating  abortion 
clinics  that  is  similar  to  a  Mississippi 
law  presently  awaiting  a  federal  court 
trial  may  take  effect  as  drafted,  the 
U.S.  5th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in 
New  Orleans  ruled  on  Oct.  31. 

The  Fifth  Circuit  ruling  stated  that 
challenges  to  the  Texas  law’s  consti¬ 
tutionality  likely  would  fail.  The  Fifth 
Circuit’s  decision  could  force  the  clo¬ 
sure  of  as  many  as  13  Texas  abortion 
clinics,  according  to  abortion  provider 
Planned  Parenthood. 

The  decision,  by  a  three-judge  panel 
of  women  sitting  On  the  appellate 
court,  reverses  an  Oct.  28  ruling  by 
U.S.  District  Judge  Lee  Yeakel,  who 
declared  unconstitutional  a  provision 
in  House  Bill  2  that  an  abortion  doc¬ 
tor  have  hospital  privileges  within  30 
miles  of  his/her  practice. 

Yeakel  also  partially  blocked  the 
law’s  more  stringent  guidelines 
for  how  the  abortion  drug  RU-486 
is  administered. 

The  three-judge  panel  —  Jennifer 
Walker  Elrod,  Priscilla  R.  Owen,  and 
Catharina'Haynes  —  acknowledged 
“a  substantial  likelihood  that  the 
State  will  prevail  in  its  argument 
that  Planned  Parenthood  failed  to 
establish  an  undue  burden  on  women 
seeking  abortions  or  that  the  hospital 
admitting  privileges  requirement  cre¬ 
ates  a  substantial  obstacle  in  the  path 


of  a  woman  seeking  an  abortion... 

We  also  conclude  that  the  State  has 
made  a  strong  showing  of  likelihood 
of  success  on  the  merits,  at  least  in 
part,  as  to  its  appeal  of  the  injunction  ■ 
pertaining  jo  medicatiop  abortions," 
namely  the  use  of  abortion  causing 
drugs  such  as  mifepristone  (RU-486) 
and  misoprostol. 

‘God  is  so  good,’  said  Kyleen 
Wright,  president  of  Texans  for  Life. 

Mississippi’s  law,  which  also  con¬ 
tains  a  provision  requiring  hospital 
admitting  privileges  for  doctors  per¬ 
forming  abortions,  isolated  for  trial 
on  March  3  of  next  year  before  U.S. 
District  Judge  Daniel  P.  Jordan  III  in 
Jackson.  The  owner  of  Mississippi’s 
only  remaining  abortion  clinic,  located 
in  Jackson,  filed  the  lawsuit  and  ob¬ 
tained  a  temporary  restraining  order 
from  Jordan  that  stalled  enforcement 
of  the  new  law. 

Wright  said  she  believes  the  deci¬ 
sion  will  have  a  significant  impact  on 
the  abortion  industry  in  Texas.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  information  from  the  Oct. 

28  district  court  hearing,  clinics  in 
Lubbock,  Killeen,  Waco,  McAllen,  Fort 
Worth,  and  possibly  Dallas  will  cease 
providing  abortions  because  their 
staff  physicians  do  not  have  admitting 
privileges. 

The  Fort  Worth  Women's  Whole 
Health  Clinic,  which  opened  in  June, 
meets  all  standards  outlined  in  HB  2 


with  the  exception  of  the  physician 
privileges  provision,  even  though 
the  clinic  sits  across  the  street  from 
a  hospital. 

The  clinics  could  close  temporarily 
and  reopen  when  their  doctors  become 
compliant  -  but  Wright  said  they 
might  not  be  able  to  recover  from  the 
loss  of  revenue  generated  by  abortions. 

The  pro-choice  organization  Na¬ 
tional  Abortion  Rights  Action  League 
(NARAL)  called  the  decision  ‘devas¬ 
tating.”  NARAL  retweeted  a  post  from 
Planned  Parenthood,  “Abortion  pro¬ 
viders  in  #Texas  are  cancelling  their 
patients’  appointments:  ‘It’s  a  sad  and 
dark  day.’ 

In  a  report  by  Dallas  CBS  affiliate 
KTVT,  Marva  Sadler  with  the  Whole 
Women’s  Health  Clinic  in  Fort  Worth, 
said,  “Those  who  were  scheduled  to 
come  in  Friday  had  to  be  notified 
about  the  last-minute  change.  We 
called  a  total  of  15  patients  this  morn¬ 
ing  and,  of  those  15  patients,  14  of 
them  agreed  that  they’re  going  to  be 
forced  to  be  mothers." 

Texas  Attorney  General  Greg  Abbott 
said  in  a  statement,  “This  unanimous 
decision  is  a  vindication  of  the  careful 
deliberation  by  the  Texas  Legislature 
to  craft  a  law  to  protect  the  health  and 
safety  of  Texas  women." 

Abbott  has  announced  his  intention 
to  run  for  governor  of  Texas  in  2014. 

While  social  media  feeds  from  pro- 


choice  advocates  decried  the  decision, 
there  was  one  notable  exception.  The 
Twitter  feed  for  Wendy  Davis,  Ab¬ 
bott’s  presumed  Democrat  opponent 
in  the  governor’s  race,  was  conspicu¬ 
ously  silent  following  the  ruling.  In 
July,  Davis  stood  for  an  xi-hour  fili¬ 
buster  in  a  failed  attempt  to  stop  the 
pro-life  legislation. 

She  received  national  notoriety 
for  her  efforts  and  joined  forces  with 
NARAL  and  Planned  Parenthood 
in  their  “Stand  with  Texas  Women’ 
campaign  fighting  to  maintain  the  late- 
term  abortion  standards. 

According  to  the  Think  Progress 
website,  Amy  Hagstrom  Miller,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Whole  Women’s  Health  and 
owner  of  five  abortion  clinics,  said, 

“We  have_  regressed  backwards  about 
30  years."  Three  of  her  clinics  were 
forced  to  close  Friday,  she  claimed. 

“It’s  a  big  financial  hit  for  her,” 
Wright  said. 

Planned  Parenthood,  the  primary 
complainant  named  in  the  suit  against 
the  State  of  Texas,  could  appeal  the 
5th  Circuit  Court’s  ruling  to  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court,  but  Wright  said  she 
thought  that  remains  doubtful. 

Th£  owner  of  the  Jackson  clinic, 
Diane  Derzis,  was  forced  to  close  her 
Birmingham  abortion  clinic  by  Ala¬ 
bama  health  officials,  who  have  also 
alleged  she  operated  an  unlicensed 
abortion  facility  in  that  state. 


WORLD  NEWS 


Vietnam  protests  over  Christians’  imprisonment  met  with  criticism 


"In  the  coming  years,  it  is  unlikely  that  the  situation  will  change 
substantially  in  favor  of  the  Christian  minority.  Authorities  have  started  to  place 
more  restrictions  on  areas  that  have  experienced  a  more  lax'  approach  from 

the  government  for  years." 

ttw  World  Watch  Uat 


Washington  (bp)  -  Catho¬ 
lics  in  northern  Vietnam  pro¬ 
testing  against  the  long-term 
detention  of  two  parishioners 
have  run  afoul  of  authorities  in 
the  Southeast  Asian  country. 

“Anthony"  Nguyen  Van  Hai, 
43,  and  “Peter"  Ngo  Van  Khoi, 
53.  were  arrested  for  “disturb¬ 
ing  the  public  order,"  accord¬ 
ing  to  World  Watch  Monitor. 

Their  alleged  criminal  act 
was  visiting  a  Catholic  shrine 
south  of  Hanoi  in  the  Nghi 
Phuong  Commune  in  Nghe 
An  Province. 

According  to  Christian  Soli¬ 
darity  Worldwide  (CSW),  the 
men  were  to  be  released  Sept. 
2,  traditionally  considered 
a  day  for  amnesty  in  Viet¬ 
nam.  When  local  police  did 
not  release  the  men,  family 
members  were  joined  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  by  a  larger  group 
of  Catholics  in  front  of  the 
Nghi  Phuong  District  Peoples' 
Committee  offices. 

Unconfirmed  reports  in¬ 
dicated  that  the  district  chief 
practised  the  release  of  the 
men  on  Sept.  4.  Nguyen  and 
Ngo  were  not  released  and  the 


authorities  ordered  the  Catho¬ 
lic  protesters  to  disperse. 

When  the  protesters  re¬ 
fused,  a  large  group  of  police, 
soldiers,  and  private  citizens 
beat  the  protesters  with  clubs, 
seriously  injuring  40.  Shots 
reportedly  were  fired  into  the 
air  and  religious  icons  were 
smashed,  according  to  CSW. 

Bishop  “Paul"  Nguyen  Thai 
Hop  of  the  Vinh  diocese  called 
for  ‘international  support  and 
solidarity"  after  the  attack 
on  the  Catholics,  a  religious 
minority  in  northern  Vietnam. 
A  statement  from  Vietnam¬ 
ese  Catholic  Mass  Media  also 
said,  “The  laws  of  Vietnam 
have  become  an  effective 
means  for  the  authorities  to 
use  whenever  they  want  to 
suppress  their  own  people." 


Asia  News  reported  more 
than  50,000  Catholics  gath¬ 
ered  on  Oct.  6  at  the  Thuan 
Nghia  parish  for  a  special 
mass  and  prayer  service  led  by 
some  20  priests. 

Participants  at  the  gather¬ 
ing  called  for  the  release  of 
Nguyen  and  Ngo,  who  still 
have  not  been  charged  with 
any  crime.  Vietnamese  state 
television  has  criticized  the 
calls  for  support  as  an  attempt 
to  “foment  riots." 

In  a  10-minute  news  re¬ 
port,  according  to  Asia  News, 
Vietnam’s  state  news  agency 
said  Bishop  Nguyen  was  guilty 
of  “lying"  and  turning  a  legal 
case  against  Nguyen  and  Ngo 
into  a^case  of  persecution 
against  the  church."  Vietnam¬ 
ese  authorities  warned  more 


arrests  would  follow  if  “rebel¬ 
lion"  continues. 

Evangelical  Christianity, 
meanwhile,  continues  to  grow 
in  Vietnam,  and  free  church 
Protestant  groups  such  as 
Baptists  often  are  persecuted. 
Larger  groups  which  sub¬ 
mit  to  government  control 
are  allowed  some  measure 
of  freedom  as  long  as  those 
freedoms  do  not  conflict  with 
the  will  of  the  people  or  cause 
"social  unrest. 

The  Evangelical  Church  of 
Vietnam  (North)  unified  with 
the  General  Confederation  of 
Evangelical  Churches  of  Viet¬ 
nam  (South)  during  the  group's 
34th  General  Assembly  in  Ha¬ 
noi  in  early  October.  Tne  groups 
have  been  operating  indepen¬ 
dently  for  nearly  60  years. 


Religious  persecution 
in  Vietnam  has  become  a 
heightened  cause  for  concern 
in  the  United  States  as  the 
U.S.  government  has  forged 
stronger  military  ties  with 
its  former  foe  and  more  U.S. 
businesses  have  launched 
operations  in  Vietnam. 

According  to  Open  Doors 
International,  Vietnam  is  No. 
21  on  the  World  Watch  List, 
the  group’s  annual  ranking 
of  the  50  worst  violators  of  - 
religious  freedom. 

“In  the  coming  years,  it  is 
unlikely  that  the  situation 
will  change  substantially  in 
favor  of  the  Christian  minor¬ 
ity.  Authorities  have  started 
to  place  more  restrictions  on 
areas  that  have  experienced 
a  more  Tax'  approach  from 
the  government  for  years." 
the  World  Watch  List  claims 
of  Vietnam. 

Of  Vietnam's  approximate 
9.7  million  citizens  classi¬ 
fied  as  Christian,  more  than 
8  million  are  Catholic.  A 
significant  number  of  those 
Catholics  reside  in  southern 
Vietnam. 
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Jim  Fetral,  executive  director-treanrer 
issi^i  Baptist  Convention  Board 


“I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills, 
from  whence  cometh  my  help.  My  help 
cometh  from  the  Lord,  which  made 
heaven  and  earth" (PS.  121:1-2). 

Those  words  are  the  opening  state¬ 
ments  or  pictures  from  Psalm 
121.  It  was  my  mother’s  favorite 
Scripture.  Even  as  a  child  I  knew  that  it 
was  ner  favorite  of  the  Psalms.  I  had  no 
idea  what  it  meant  or  why  it  was  so  pre¬ 
cious  to  her.  I  can  even  remember  see¬ 
ing  these  verses  in  her  handwriting  in 
variousplaces.  Then  there  were  plates 
and  plaques  around  our  home  that  had 
it  written  down  so  that  everyone  could 
read  it.  As  1  grew  older,  1  realized  that 
her  love  for  this  Psalm  may  have  come 
out  of  her  own  upbringing  as  she  lived 
with  her  family  in  the  foothills  of  the 
Ozarks  in  Arkansas. 

The  trips  to  see  my  grandparents 
over  in  Northwest  Arkansas  allowed  us 
to  see  the  mountains  as  we  called  them 
as  the  peaks  rose  up  out  of  the  beauti¬ 
ful  countryside  of  that  area.  Later  after 
I  was  grown  and  knew  more  about  life 
and  more  about  what  my  parents  had 
gone  through  and  struggled  with  in 
raising  a  family  and  building  a  home  for 
us,  I  understood  the  Psalm  better  and 
her  connection  to  it  better  as  I  realized 
it  was  not  just  the  mountains  that  either 
she  or  David  looked  at  but  lifting  up 
their  eyes,  they  looked  to  the  Lord.  “My 
help  cometh  from  the  Lord,”  and  her 
help  certainly  did. 

For  me,  living  most  of  my  life  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  I  can  lift  up  my  eves  to  some  gi¬ 
ant  oak  trees  but  that  is  about  it.  There 
are  no  big  mountains  in  our  state  and 
even  our  largest  mountain  barely  quali¬ 
fies  as  a  hill  in  most  places.  Still,  I  have 
learned  to  lift  up  my  eyes  from  whence 
cometh  my  help  and  to  understand 
mv  help  comes  from  the  Lord.  When 


thought  that  it  was  a  beautiful  thing  to 
hear.  Even  from  the  distance,  1  could 
hear  different,  very  diverse  but  distinct 
sounds.  Some  seemed  to  be  honking  in 
the  upper  ranges,  some  in  the  middle 
and  a  few  basses  seemed  to  have  joined 
them.  Soon  they  were  flying  directly 
overhead  and  then  on  into  the  distance, 
having  come  my  way  and  blessed  me 
in  the  process.  Some  may  have  heard 
them  and  just  pushed  it  aside  because 
they  were  geese.  Others  may  have  ig¬ 
nored  it  because  it  was  not  tneir  type  of 
music,  but  I  tried  to  accept  it  for  what  it 
was  and  accept  them  for  what  they  are. 

I  was  blessed  by  their  heavenly  honks. 

Thirdly,  the  most  consistent 
thing  that  comes  to  my  life  is  new 
help  day  by  day.  My  help  cometh 
from  the  Lord  for  He  will  not  abandon 
me.  He  will  not  forsake  me  and  He  will 
not  hurt  me.  He  wants  to  help  me.  So 
it  is  that  day  after  day  I  look  up,  not 
just  to  find  stars  and  geese  but  to  find  a 
sense  of  the  awesome  presence  of<5od 
as  He  wraps  His  arms  around  me  and 
says  once  again,  "You  are  my  child.  1 
love  you.”  That  overwhelms  me  for  I 
know  that  I  am  less  than  a  loveable  kid 
in  His  kingdom  and  that  sometimes 
He  probably  wants  to  turn  me  over 
His  Knee,  or  put  me  in  timeout  or  just 
ignore  me.  But  instead.  He  loves  me 
and  He  is  determined  to  keep  on  loving 
me  in  spite  of  my  ornery,  ill-spirited  and 
unlovable  self.  So  regardless  of  what  is 
happening  whether  shortages,  struggles, 
sickness,  crummy,  challenging  or  con¬ 
voluted  days  and  ways  of  life,  1  am  going 
to  look  up.  It  will  be  worth  your  time  to 
stop  and  lift  up  your  eyes  unto  the  hills 
and  beyond  that  see  the  Lord  who  today 
will  be  your  help. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  di- 
rtctionsGmbcb.org. 


(Topi  MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 

student  nurses  were  out  in  full  force 
to  offer  health  screenings  at  the  2013 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in 
Jackson  in  late  October.  Pictured  are 
student  nurses  Alison  Reed  of  Mc- 
Carley,  Grace  Willing  of  San  Antonio. 
Texas.  Lindsey  Pound  of  Pontotoc 
and  Lisa  Freeman  ofTerry.They  as¬ 
sisted  with  blood  pressure  and  vision 
checks,  flu  vaccines,  and  other  screen¬ 
ings  to  pastorV  their  spouses,  and 
other  guests  at  the  178th  convention 
at  First  Baptist  Church  Jackson  Octo¬ 
ber  29-30. 

(Bottom)  WILLIAM  CAREY  UNI¬ 
VERSITY'S  athletic  director  and 
head  basketball  coach  Steve  Knight 
is  shown  with  Lauren  Douglas  of 
Waynesboro,  a  senior  basketball  play¬ 
er;  Kyle  Curtis  of  Hattiesburg,  a  senior 
golfer,  and  Tommy  King,  president 
ofWCU  Student-athletes  Douglas 
and  Curtis  were  presented  with  the 
Halbrook  Award  that  is  given  by  the 
Mississippi  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Universities  for  individual  excel¬ 
lence  in  academics,  athletic  contribu¬ 
tion.  character,  community  service 
and  leadership.  WCU  had  the  high¬ 
est  graduation  rate  -  96%  -  among 
private  colleges  and  universities  in 
the  state  of  M'ss’ssippi.  King  recog¬ 
nized  the  coa  bee  and  athletes  during 
chapel  service  on  October  23. 


Lift  Up  Your  Eyes 


you  keep  your  eyes  focused  above,  it  is 
amazing  what  you  will  find  and  what 
you  can  experience.  Just  recently,  I 
looked  up  and  experienced  new  things. 

First  of  all,  I  was  captured  by 
new  heights.  I  am  constantly  amazed 
at  the  skies,  the  twinkling  stars  and  the 
dark  of  night  when  I  realize  how  far 
away  they  are.  Because  the  distance 
is  so  far,  for  centuries  scientists  have 
measured  the  distance  not  just  in  miles 
but  in  light  years.  It  is  incredible  to 
think  about  those  twinkling  objects  at 
night  that  are  so  far  away.  Light  travels 
at  186,000  miles  per  second.  Multiply 
that  and  you  will  see  how  far  away  some 
of  the  stars  that  we  can  observe  actually 
are.  They  are  light  years  away  or  even 
decades  away.  To  put  it  in  perspective, 
our  closest  star  to  the  earth  is  our  own 
sun.  While  it  is  said  to  be  93  million 
miles  away,  as  light  travels  it  is  only 
eight  minutes  away.  Now  if  some¬ 
time  you  get  stuck  in  the  humdrum  of 
life,  and  you  feel  like  there  are  no  new 
horizons,  no  new  ventures  and  no  new 
heights  to  climb,  just  look  up  and  real¬ 


ize  that  not  only  in  the  heavens  but  all 
around  in  the  horizon  of  your  life  there 
are  heights  that  you  have  not  climbed. 
While  many  of  those  heights  may  be 
totally  out  of  reach  for  us,  it  would  be 
well  worth  our  time  to  stop  and  think 
about  climbing  to  new  heights  in  rela¬ 
tionships,  in  service  to  our  Lord  and 
in  blessings  provided  to  others  in  ways 
that  we  have  never  even  thought  about. 

Secondly,  I  experienced  new 
honks.  It  was  the  first  few  days  of 
fall  and  early  in  the  morning  as  I  was 
walking,  I  heard  something  off  in  the 
distance.  It  was  a  huge  flock  of  Cana¬ 
dian  Geese  flying  in  V-formation  headed 
south  and  honking  with  every  breath.  It 
was  the  dawn  of  the  day,  almost  pre¬ 
dawn.  The  sun  had  not  even  peeped 
over  the  lip  of  the  horizon,  but  I  could 
hear  them  and  90 1  scanned  among  the 
trees  and  beyond  to  the  skyline.  Soon 
there  was  the  whole  choir  of  traveling 
Canadian  Geese.  I  tried  to  pick  out  the 
tune  they  were  playing,  but  I  don't  think 
that  I  had  ever  heard  it.  1  assumed  that 
it  was  a  contemporary  song,  but  1  also 


College 


News 


Staff  Changes 


OAKLAND  GROVE  CHURCH,  JONES  COUNTY 
ASSOCIATION,  has  called  Corey  Vermilyea  as  pastor.  H 
is  shown  with  his  wife  Rachel  and  daughter  Kate. 


EIGHTH  AVENUE  CHURCH.  MERIDIAN,  recently  Cf 
Jeff  Mercer  as  their  minister  of  music.  Shown  are  Mer 
his  wife  Paula,  and  pastor  Donald  Gentry. 
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BiBX,  iOC  iPH  T? 


ATWK  HGPAT  TW  AE  ATEVGH,  DWGXT 
TPATWD  ATQ  LPKNWD,  GKI  ZWTESI  VQ 
TGKIH;  GKI  DWGXT  TPATWD  ATQ  TGKI, 
GKI  ATDYHA  PA  PKAE  VQ  HPIW:  GKI  ZW 
KEA  LGPATSWHH,  ZYA  ZWSPWFPKN. 
UETK  ACWKAQ:  ACWKAQ-HWFWK 
Clue:  Y  =  U 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  , to  last  week’s 
puzzle:  Luke  22:4 

By  Charles  Marx.  1 932-2004.  C  2005 


MS  POSITIONS 


MBC  messengers  approve  lone  resolution 


RESOLUTIONS 

COMMITTEE 

The  Resolutions  Committee 
recommends  that  the  following 
Resolutions  be  approved: 

NO.  1  RESOLUTION  OF 
_  APPRECIATION 

WHEREAS,  the  178th  An¬ 
nual  Session  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  has  again 
been  the  recipients  of  the  kind 
hospitality  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Jackson;  and 


RED  BANKS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M  RED 
BANKS.  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  MINISTER  OF 
MUSK  WHO  WILL  ALSO  BE  ABLE  TO 
ASSIST  THE  PASTOR  WITH  OUTREACH 
MINISTRY  THROUGHOUT  THE  COMMU¬ 
NITY.  Sand  resumes  to  Jonaawn  Cnsdress. 
139  N  Rad  Banks  Rd  Red  Banks  MS 
39091  or  E-mai  tie  cfturdi  «  R8BC1940O 
au0ook.com 

ROY  TIDWELL  IS  NOW  AVAILABLE 
FOR  SUPPLYrtNTERIM  WORK.  Ctl 

662-871-8913 


BETHEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  WATER 
VALLEY.  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  BLVOCA- 
TWNAL  YOUTH  MMISTER  Please  send 
resume  to  Bethel  Baptist  Church.  1938 
County  Road  220.  WalerWMay.  MS  39965 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  KOS¬ 
CIUSKO.  MS  IS  SEEKING  2  FULL  TME 
poamotsa.  a  full  note  CHtmees  s 

MINISTER  AND  A  FULL  TIME  YOUTH 
MINISTER  Please  sand-  resume  to  First 
Baptist  Church  attn  Personnel  Commit¬ 
tee  P  0  Bor  70.  Kosciusko,  MS  39090 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ATTENTION  CHURCH  LEADERS:  TEXT 
MESSAGE  ALERTING  CAN  REACH  ISO 
OR  ISOS  CHURCH  MEMBERS  WITHIN 
MINUTES.  Moat  hid  messages  are  read 
wtlhin  maxAea  and  moat  everyone  haa  a  cal 
phone.  ITa  easy.  MMatda,  and  aSecftre 
See  horn  your  church  can  beneM.  Cal  or 
areal  Tom  Patkar  M  1-888-968-6106  or 


GATUNBURG  RENTALS:  Cabal  S9Sin(te 
and  Condo  $75m«e  Contact  832  922  0401 
or  E-mal  pdwATIoeae  net  lor  nlormaaon 

and  booking  _ 

OET  AWAY  AT  BETSTS  UL  CABMS  cal 
tor  a  brocreee  601 6106841 _ 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS. 
Meridian  Design  fabncation.  reoatr  Fa» 
illustrations  to  601-483-7958  or  call  800- 
368-2705  _ 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  FREE 
ESTMATES.  Dam  UgboMMry  Quaman 
Misa.  phone  601-7786617 


STAINED  GLASSWORKS.  INC  .  lereng  MS 
6  AL  anca  1962  Cal  900605-2970 


GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  HaeMt 


Supplements  Cal 
rwarTumertnai 


1600-5418196  or  yad  www  Tumednainn- 
ceOnfcnecom 

WINOOW  ANO  SCREEN  SHOP  -  WIN- 
DOWS  ANO  storm  windows  built  to  fit 
your  opening  Plus  new  window  screens 
and  re  screen  old  screens  Gek  Tom  Cook 
601-709-4879  _ _ 


provement  com  Christian  owned  Don  8  Raa 
Sebren  601-992-2092  AI_home  mproue- 


reetai  6  shrtgle  rools.scroan  6 
pabo  couars,  decks  room  addrttona 
6  ball  upgrades 


STARTED  GLASS:  new  windows 
rapan  Hopper  Starred  Glass 

601-502-0202 


"Hearing  is  Believing" 

For  •  FREE  consultation  call 

Jackson  1-800-844-1200  or  Hattiesburg  1-800-644-5821 
or  go  online  el  twww.audioeervices.org 

rsstonal  Sound 
am  Design  and 
lallation 


h  /  School  /  Comrwetcii 


sorvwrre  or  woowowei 


•cooeonsno 


gers 

nave 


WHEREAS,  we  the  messen- 
of  the  178th  Annual  Session 
ive  been  blessed,  encouraged 


and  challenged  by  the  fellow¬ 
ship,  worship,  reports  and  have 
had  the  opportunity  to  conduct 
business  as  planned  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Older  of  Business,  the 
institutions,  and  agencies  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
and  the  Convention  officers  and 
committees: 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RE¬ 
SOLVED  that  with  hearts  filled 
with  gratitude  we  express  appre¬ 
ciation  to: 

Dr.  Marie  Smith,  senior  pas¬ 
tor;  Rev.  Bob  Gladney,  executive 
pastor;  the  staff,  and  members  of 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Jackson, 


The  speakers,  singers  and 
instrumentalists  who  led  us  in 
worship  during  the  convention. 

Dr.  David  Hamilton,  our  Con¬ 
vention  President,  who  has  led 
for  two  years  as  president  with  a 
marvelous  Christ-like  spirit  and 
has  been  an  outstanding  ambas¬ 
sador  across  Mississippi  and  far 
beyond. 

And  to  all  of  the  officers, 
members  of  all  boards,  trustees 
of  all  agencies  and  institutions, 
committee  members,  and  volun¬ 
teers,  who  have  served  this  Con¬ 
vention  faithfully. 


2014  Cooperative  Program  Budget 


aoi3  Budget 

2014  Budget 

Percent  ofTotal 

Dollar  Change 

%  Ctungr 

Southern  Baptist  Convention 

Ethics  ft  Religious  Liberty  Commission 

193.32* 

1*9,096 

0.59*% 

(4.232) 

(2.19*) 

International  Mission  Board 

5.883.242 

5.778501 

18.274% 

(104.741) 

(1.78*) 

North  Amen  in  Mias  on  Board 

2,670.70. 

2^12^47 

8.261% 

(58-457) 

(2.19%) 

SBC  Operating 

375.017 

342,770 

1.084% 

(32.241) 

(8.60%) 

Theological  Education 

2.596,  W1 

2.540.150 

8.033% 

(56.843) 

(2.19%) 

Total 

11,719.2*4 

11^62,7-70 

36.25X 

(256.514) 

(a.19%) 

Church  Retirement  and  Protection 

Total 

970,000 

850.OOO 

2.69% 

(20.000) 

(a.30%) 

Mississippi  Agencies  and  Institutions 

Aasociatioo&l  Mission*  * - 

. 120,000 

U7J72 

0-37% 

(2.628) 

(a.19%) 

Baptist  Children  s  Village 

6as.727 

612.403 

i-94% 

1.13324) 

(a.  13%) 

Bnsid  of  Ministerial  Education 

386407 

34*.9i6 

110% 

(7kW) 

la.13%) 

Christian  Education 

S4*l.7M 

534M»9 

16.90% 

ft  16.30a) 

fa  t.t%) 

Clinwuo  Kducnon  CXprUl  Nrerd. 

603^70 

67*^0? 

2.15% 

(14.763) 

(2.13%) 

Historical  Conumsoon 

67.040 

67.940 

0.21% 

0.00% 

Miarewlpya  B«i*iw  Fcmnd.no. 

406.356 

397.703 

1.26% 

(8.653) 

(2.13%) 

Mississippi  Baptist  Health  System* 

9.340 

9.34° 

0-03% 

" 

0.00% 

■mint  Memoo.1  He»lth  SyWmu  (I/s  momd  by  MS) 

0.00% 

Total 

8,103.903 

7.93*79»  • 

25-Ot<% 

(■70.99k) 

(2.11%) 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

BapU*  Km-ord 

558.063 

5604*3 

».77% 

2.4*0 

0.4351 

D UJ 111 1  ■<  Semm 

365.264 

3644»3 

1.15% 

(851) 

(0.23%) 

Church  Growth 

3*9.990 

391.054 

1-24% 

I.O64 

0.27% 

Church  Music 

417.953 

397.214 

1.26% 

(20.739) 

(4-96%) 

Church  Planting  ft  Revitalization 

4094*8 

396.294 

t.25% 

(LI.  134) 

(3-21%) 

Church  Minister  Relation* 

230.924 

W9328 

0.73% 

0.596) 

(0.69%) 

Collegiate  Ministry 

2. 118.909 

2.154.09* 

681% 

35.1*9 

1.66% 

Communication  Service* 

434.515 

452449 

143% 

*7.934 

4- *3% 

Computer  Information  Services 

324.640 

331.975 

1.05% 

7.335 

2.26% 

Convention  ft  Convention  Committees 

111.575 

106.550 

034% 

(5.025) 

(45«*> 

Itunpb-chrp  A  Frenily  MmiWTV 

8 1X207 

*15.763 

2.5*% 

3.55* 

0  44% 

1  Evangelism 

321.952 

3*9.713 

1.01% 

(2.239) 

(0.70%) 

Eascutive  Administration 

497.13a 

518.29* 

164% 

21.160 

426% 

Financial  Service* 

497416 

445^74 

1-41% 

(52.042) 

(10.46%) 

Men's  Ministry 

725^99 

618.560 

1.96% 

(106^39) 

(1469%) 

.  Mission  Strategy 

309.151 

3094*0 

0  9*% 

59 

0.02% 

,  Mmuorw  Mol.lu.tmn 

S4»joo 

554.079 

175% 

5.770 

Pastiw/lesderaftip  Development 

39».763 

33*433 

1.05% 

(60.530) 

U5-45*) 

1  Stewardship 

272.793 

263^510 

0*3% 

(9.283) 

<340*1 

Sunday  School 

440.683 

402.906 

1  27% 

(37.777) 

(8-57%) 

Svnergued  Relationships  Teams 

60.800 

60.500 

0  19% 

(300) 

(049%) 

Woman  »  Missionary  Union 

748.956 

764.»»2 

2  42% 

15.156 

202% 

648.144 

5**  43* 

1  *6% 

(59.706) 

(9-21%) 

Total 

11,635.8-1 

HJ75.754 

356** 

(260,118) 

(a.M%> 

Total  CoMwrktiw  Pr.mr.rn  lludgrt 

3a.329.059 

31.621435 

100.00% 

(707,6*4) 

(a.19%) 

2013  It  2014  Challenge  shared  pro-rata  by  entire  budget 
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Just  for  the  Record 
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CONCORD  CHURCH,  BENTON-TIPPAH  ASSO-  The  Children  in  Action  of  LEESBURG  CHURCH, 
CIATTON,  honored  their  seniorswith  the  preeentation  MORTON,  made  cookie  beg*  with  Philippine  4:13 
of  ■  Bible  and  ■  recaption.  Shown  are  pastor  Robert  E.  on  them.The  bags  were  handed  out  during  Jackson's 
Walker,  Attsha  Inmon.  KanaTtgraSt.  and  AKvta  Mauney.  'Feed  the  Homateas  Ministry" 


A  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  MINISTRIES  team  from 

Linden  Church,  'Kansas  City,  Mo.,  spent  Oct.  12  - 19 
in  Batesville  roofing  the  home  of  church  planter 
Tino  Trevino. 


The  Women  on  Mission  of  ANCHOR  CHURCH.  OX-  Youth  minister  John  Staszsfski,  VAJDEN  CHURCH  9LAYDFM  ruuaru 
FORD,  enjoyed  authentic  food,  fellowship,  and  shop-  VAMJEN.  wore  the  Marwr^L^vySo^haT-m.  r  I  M^"*MALL  A**° 

ping  at  a  Woridcrsfts  Patty. Through  orders  from  the  church  celebrated  exceeding  ttSr Maroarw  Ladrtt^  ???  ®?,d*n  "  *  dMcon 

Woridcrafts  catalog,  WOM  raised  much  needed  money  State  Missions  Offerino  ^ ~  o  1 V'  ?!*own  '*  P,,tor  Ru«V  Fair  presentinfl 


CENTER  RIDQE  CHURCH,  YAZOO  CITY,  took 
its  children  on  a  trip  to  Nicolas  Boyd  Pumpkin  Patch  in 
Canton  Oct  5. 


FIRST  CHURCH.  KOSCIUSKO,  ordained  Patrick 
Thomas  as  deacon.  Shown  are  pastor  Barry  Corbett 
and  Thomas. 


SIMMONS  MEMORIAL  CHURCH.  FLORA,  or 

dained  Larry  W.  Hinton  as  deacon  Oct  13.  Shown  are 
Rk*  Lang,  pastor  Willie  Bishop,  and  Hilton. 
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The  youth  of  CALVARY  CHURCH.  BOGUE  CHITTO.  collected  snacks  for 
Blair  Batson  Children's  Hospital.  Their  goal  was  350  snacks,  but  they  received 
over  1500  Hal  Hatten,  pastor 


The  GAs  of  ARLINGTON  CHURCH.  BOGUE  CHITTO,  delivered  school  sup-  FAIR  RIVER  CHURCH.  BROOKHAVEN.  participated  in  See  You  at  the  Pole, 
plies  to  Dickerson  Place  and  enjoyed  a  slumber  party  during  Fall  Break.  Lome  Lofton  Shown  are  some  of  the  youth  and  adults  who  attended  a  Lincoln  County  SYATP 
and  Paula  Linton,  leaders.  rally.  Jay  Anderson,  pastor. 


■‘T.ed 


mm 


The  children  of  HOPE  CHURCH.  PHILADELPHIA,  presented  a  musical, 
the  Pit  to  the  Palace,  directed  by  Fay  Moore  and  Ellon  Stovall. 


GOOOtNATER  CHURCH,  ENTERPRISE,  held  a  fall  festival  OcL  21  Shown  is 

the  winning  entry  in  the  tiunk-ortreet  event.  Noeha  Ark.  by  Jenna  NWdee. 


MT.  OLIVE  CHURCH.  MISSISSIPPI  ASSOCIATION,  held  a  ceL-brabon  rec¬ 
ognizing  the  125th  anniversary  ofWMU.  Area  churches  including  Crosby,  Gillsburg. 
Galilee.  Liberty,  Vltoodville,  Zion  Hill.  Calvary-Smithdale.  Cah-ary-Gloeter,  Hebron, 
and  Ml  Pleasant  participated,  with  Til  in  attendance. 


The  Children  in  Action  and  their  leader,  Martha  Grose,  of  CONCORD  CHURCH 
BENTON-TIPPAH  ASSOCIATION,  launched  balloons  in  June  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  victims  of  the  Oklahoma  tornado  Bible  verses  were  enclosed,  with 
four  being  found  in  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Virginia. 


It’s  aN  onNnel 


Earn  your  degree  in  alyls  at  BUi  Marian 
College  with  a  My-accredlad  degree  In 
Bianeaa  lad  by  faculty  who  We  and  wok  t&* 

hare  r  Mwatesw1  Each  •&*-**+  was  ■  Bj 

taugTrtwtlh  the  seme  Chnet-csrSeredworttvtwv 

aa  our  campus  courses.  There  are  at*  atari  Maintain 

dates  each  year,  so  apply  today  and  you  cotid 

be  starting  olaaass  very  soonl  UMlfW 
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NEW  HOPE 

CHURCH. 

FOXWORTH, 

recognized  those  with 
perfect  Sunday  School 
attendance  for  the  year 
Oct  20.  Shown  are  B.B. 
Stringer,  68  years;  DiDon 
Smith.  9  years;  Nancy 
Thomas.  27  years;  Sher- 
rell  Magee,  32  years; 
Barbara  Magee,  3  years; 
Kristie  Smith,  16  years; 
Jimmy  Thomas,  44 
years;  Howard  Bennett, 


The  youth  of  HARMONY  CHURCH.  LINCOLN  COUNTY 
recently  went  to  Mitchell  Farms.  Collins. 


BELDEN  CHURCH.  BELDEN.  ordained 
Kenneth  Gray  to  the  gospel  ministry  Oct 
20.  Shown  are  his  fiancee  Whitney  Ratcliff 
Gray,  and  pastor  Jim  Holcomb. 


TANGIPAHOA  CHURCH.  SUMMIT,  licensed 
Mike  Moek  to  the  ministry.  Shown  are  pastor 
Mike  Morris.  Moak,  Becky  Moak.  and  Madison 
Moak  . 


I  BAPTIST 


www.baptttenflvM. 

1-800-4-BAPTIST 
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uideStone  rep  encourages  steady  investing 


S  (BP)  —  Even  in  times  of 
I  growth,  capital  markets  can 
'id  long-term  investors,  a 
eStone  Financial  Resources 
entative  told  participants 
1  Oct.  24  webinar  sponsored 
e  Evangelical  Council  for  Fi¬ 
nal  Accountability  (ECFA). 

Cathan  Hutson,  director  of 
t  service  for  GuideStone 
Management,  said  the 
5-term  viabihty  of  the  mar- 
1  is  one  of  the  basic  invest- 
i  all  investors  should 
Hutson,  addressing 
f  A  members  in  a  one-hour 
a  titled,  “The  Economy  and 
Impact  on  Christ-centered 
ations,”  cited  positive 
I  market  returns  over  the 

f  years  ending  Sept  30,  2013, 
all  major  market  segments. 
Hutson  acknowledged  short- 
1  volatility  and  potential  for 
but  indicated  that 
1  investors  have 
rewarded  in  the  markets, 
e  also  touched  on  other  invest- 
t  pillars: 

I  Potential  benefits  of  in- 
atment  opportunities  in 
1  markets. 


■  Strategic  allocations  that 
seek  to  provide  superior  long¬ 
term  results  relative  to  tactical 
allocation. 

■  Active  portfolio  manage¬ 
ment  that  may  add  economic 
value  when  compared  to  passive 
alternatives. 

■  Delivery  platform  that  must 
be  highly  integrated  and  flexible 
to  meet  investor  needs. 

Hutson  also  addressed  ques¬ 
tions  related  to  the  government 
shutdown  earlier  in  October; 
the  impact  of  unemployment 
on  the  nation’s  finances;  and 
the  ability  to  invest  according  to 
biblical  values. 

Noting  that  a  global  delever¬ 
aging  trend  continues,  Hutson 
„  said  more  individuals  are  pay¬ 
ing  down  debt  and  choosing  to 
:-  spend  within  their  income  11m- 
~  its.  Because  consumption  repre¬ 
sents  nearly  70%  of  Gross  Do¬ 
mestic  Product  (GDP),  'slower 
spending”  has  caused  U.S.  GDP 
of  2.5%  to  stay  below  the  average 
rate  of  2.6X  over  the  last  four  de¬ 
cades  though  the  United  States 
remains  one  of  the  leading  econ¬ 
omies  in  the  developed  world. 


SAVE  up  To 

40% 


O’Mire 

Financial 

t  Services 
1.800.844.3254 


(m)  Brotherhood  Mutual 


7% 

First  Year 
GUARANTEED* 


I  L .  D . 

1  O’Mire 
k  *»  1 


-Serving 


MIKE  BROOKS 

Brooks  Ministry  Insurance 

An  opency  representing  Brotherhood  Mutual  Insurance  Company 

“We  believe  the  churches  we  serve  will  find  our  partner 
Brotherhood  Mutual,  a  trusted  provider  that  understands 
their  unique  needs  * 

O  S  Hswkms.  President 
GuideStone  financial  Resources 

Call  today:  601-208-0920 


'  The  Consumer  Price  Index  re¬ 
mains  well  below  average  —  1.5% 
currently,  versus  4.2%  over  the 
long-term. 

While  unemployment  re¬ 
mains  above  the  Federal  Re¬ 
serve’s  target  rate,  it  is  declining, 
and  household  assets  ($88-4 
trillion)  and  net  worth  ($76-4 
trillion)  are  at  historic  highs, 
Hutson  said. 

“We  strongly  believe  that  you 
can  incorporate  your  moral  val¬ 
ues  into  investment  portfolios,” 
Hutson  told  callers,  citing  Guide¬ 
Stone  Funds.  “AD  of  the  invest¬ 
ment  options  that  1  have  shared 
with  you-  have  a  value-based  in¬ 
vestment  approach  embedded. 
We  also  believe  you  need  to  have 
a  process  to  accomplish  that” 

V  Hutson  pointed  to  the  pro¬ 
cess,  outlined  in  GuideStone’s 
investment  policy,  which  reads, 
“GuideStone  will  not  invest  in 
any  company  that  is  publicly 
recognized,  as  determined  by 
GuideStone,  as  being  in  the  li¬ 
quor,  tobacco,  gambling,  por¬ 
nography  or  abortion  indus¬ 
tries,  or  any  company  whose 
products,  services  or  activities 


are  publicly  recognized  as  being 
incompatible  with  the  moral 
and  ethical  posture  of  Guide¬ 
Stone  Financial  Resources.” 

“So,  those  companies  that  are 
publicly  recognized  as  being  in 
those  fields,  or  having  signifi¬ 
cant  exposure  in  those  fields,  we 
would  not  invest  in,”  Hutson 
said.  “It’s  very  important  to  us 
to  incorporate  our  moral  values 
into  the  investment  process.  It’s 
been  our  experience  that,  by 
having  the  right  process,  both 
from  an  investment  standpoint 
and  from  a  values- based  invest¬ 
ing  standpoint,  you  can  actually 
have  the  potential  for  superior 
returns  as  a  result  We  believe 
that  you  don’t  have  to  give  up 
anything  in  return." 

Hutson  suggested  looking  be¬ 
yond  the  widely  reported  unem¬ 
ployment  numbers  to  realize  the 
true  impact  of  the  nation's  con¬ 
tinued  slow  economic  progress. 

“The  headline  calculation 
was  7.2%,’  Hutson  said.  “That 
number  represents  people  who 
are  still  looking  for  work  and 
have  done  so  for  the  last  several 
months.  There  is  a  statistic  we 


follow  that  is  called  the  Partici¬ 
pation  Rate.  That  simply  means 
the  percentage  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  that  is  participating  in  the 
workforce.  At  the  end  of  2007, 
first  of  2008,  that  percentage 
was  66%.  Now  it  is  about  63%. 
We’ve  lost  three  percent  of  the 
population  that  is  no  longer  in 
the  workforce.” 

Some  percentage  has  left  due 
to  retirement  or  to  care  for  kids, 
Hutson  said,  but  it  also  includes 
those  who  are  underemployed  — 
working  fewer  hours  than  they 
are  capable  of  or  desire  to  —  as 
well  as  those  who  have  given  up 
looking.  If  the  number  no  longer 
participating  were  included,  the 
true  unemployment  rate  could 
be  as  high  as  11%. 

"The  truth  is  somewhere  in 
between  [7.2%  and  n%],“  Hut¬ 
son  emphasized. 

Hutson  said  there  is  no  doubt 
the  government’s  16-day  partial 
shutdown  did  ha.e  an  impact 
on  the  economy.  Though  it’s 
likely  to  be  small,  it  may  be  more 
pronounced  due  to  the  anemic 
growth  in  the  economy  since  the 
recession  ended 


MEDICARE  ICD  or  IRA 

Supplement  I  Maturing? 


KY  Baptist  children’s  agency 
proposes  hiring  homosexuals 


MOUNT 

(BP)  —  The  president  of  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  Baptist  Convention  (KBC) 
children’s  services  agency  has 
recommended  that  the  organiza¬ 
tion  amend  its  hiring  practices  to 
ban  discrimination  against  ho¬ 
mosexuals,  according  to  a  Power¬ 
Point  presentation  ported  on  the 
agency’s  website. 

‘I  would  rather  homosexuals 
see  the  love  of  God  through  us 
than  be  denied  employment  by 
us,’  Bill  Smithwick.  president  of 
Sunrise  Children's  Services,  said 
in  an  Aug.  16  PowerPoint  presen¬ 
tation  to  the  agency’s  tnistees.  “I 
would  rather  see  the  ministry  con¬ 
tinue  to  help  kids  and  share  the 
Gospel  than  dose." 

Trustees  are  scheduled  to  vote 
on  the  proposal  during  their  Nov. 
8  meeting  One  trustee,  Rick 
Fvffe,  resigned  in  protest.  Anoth¬ 
er.  Stan  Spees,  is  being  threatened 
with  removal  from  the  board  for 
voicing  his  opposition  publicly  to 
the  change. 

For  more  than  a  decade.  Sunrise 
has  been  embroiled  in  a  lawsuit 
surrounding  its  firing  of  a  homo¬ 
sexual  employee.  Smithwick  has 
king  stated  that  Sunrise  would  not 
change  its  employment  practices. 

In  Smithwick's  PowerPoint 
presentation,  given  at  a  special 
called  board  meeting  he  told 
trustees  that  “federal  protection 
for  homosexuals  in  the  workplace 
as  a  'civil  right'  just  as  race,  gen¬ 
der,  national  origin,  etc.,  is  certain 
to  become  law  sooner  than  later. 
Sunrise  wiD  comply  or  lose." 


Mk  — rting  his  pcnonal 

opposition  to  homosexuality  and 
hts  commitment  to  share  the  Gos¬ 
pel  with  children,  Smithwick  told 
the  board  that  Sunrise  likely  has 
a  small  number  of  homosexuals 
currently  on  staff,  according  to  the 
PowerPoint  presentation. 

“A  church  or  religious  organi¬ 
zation  can  hire  all  Christians  and 
hold  them  to  their  standards," 
Smithwick  said,  “but  they  can¬ 
not  accept  state/federal  monies. 
Sunrise  cannot  meet  the  needs  of 
today's  abfised  and  neglected  chil¬ 
dren  without  public  assistance." 

Last  year  Sunrise  received  just 
over  one  million  dollars,  about  five 
percent  of  its  $22  miUion  budget, 
from  the  Kentucky  convention 
through  Cooperative  Program 
funds  and  an  annual  Thanksgiving 
offering,  according  to  the  Western 
Recorder,  the  KBC  newsjoumal. 
Most  of  Wuise's  remaining  funds 
come  from  the  government,  an 
Oct  31  article  in  the  Louisville 
Courier-Journal  reported. 

Only  four  or  five  out  of  the  23 
Baptist  children’s  homes  affiliated 
with  state  Baptist  conventions 
do  not  accept  government  funds. 
Bryant  Millsaps.  president  of  the 
Tennessee  Baptist  Children's 
Homes  (TBCH),  told  Baptist 
Press.  I*  would  be  “practically  im¬ 
possible”  for  a  Baptist  children's 
services  ministry  to  begin  refusing 
government  funds  after  receiving 
them  for  many  years,  Millsaps 
said  adding  that  TBCH  has  not 
received  any  government  funds 
during  its  122  years  of  existence. 


_  «*o  get  de¬ 
pendent  on  those  large  sums  of 

money”  cannot  “raise  the  funds  to 
cover  that  loss,  especially  in  these 
times,’  MilLsaps  said  Receiving 
federal  money  is  “almost  like  be¬ 
ing  dependent  on  a  drug.  You 
get  hooked  on  it  and  getting  un¬ 
hooked  is  very,  very  difficult  And 
in  some  cases  it’s  impossible." 

Millsaps  stressed  that  refus¬ 
ing  government  funding  may  not 
be  the  right  decision  for  eveiy 
children's  services  ministry,  but 
he  said  TBHC’s  decision  not  to 
receive  government  money  is  in¬ 
tended  to  preserve  the  ministry’s 
autonomv  to  operate  according  to 
its  Christian  principles. 

“Our  clear  willingness  to  de¬ 
pend  totally  on  God  and  His  peo¬ 
ple  is  why  we  re  still  open  and  op¬ 
erating  today,"  MilLsaps  said. 

Paid  Chitwood,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Kentucky  Baptist 
Convention,  called  in  an  Oct.  23 
blog  post  for  Sunrise  to  take  a  sim¬ 
ilar  step  of  faith,  though  he  admit¬ 
ted  it  would  require  the  agency  "to 
dramaticalh'  scale  back  its  work 
in  order  to  he  faithful  to  Scripture 
and  to  model  biblical  values  in 
front  of  hurting  children." 

“In  addition  to  what  it  would 
mean  for  the  kxk  another  great  trag¬ 
edy  of  Smithwick's  recommenda¬ 
tion  is  that  it  ignores  the  investment 
of  untold  tens  of  millions  of  Baptist 
dollars  and  surrenders  the  very  rea¬ 
son  Sunrise  came  into  existence  as 
Kentucky  Baptists'  gospel-centered 
ministry  to  orphans  and  neglected 
children,”  Chitwood  wrote. 
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Truth  is  not  relative. 

•|  it  in  tin*  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  God 
in  your  own  words: 
(  1  lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

J  2.  I  want  forgivchess  for  my  sins 

and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
I,  i  helicve  lesus  died  and  rose  from  the 

a  ml  to  restore 


i;ravc  to  torsive  m\  sins 

ni\  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  )esus  Christ  into  my  life. 
.  time  on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
i  Him.  (I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior  and  Lord.) 
,  lit  tlirni  hr  gate  I  hr  rii;hl  In  become  ihililrrn  nl 
rn  In  //lose-  u ho  lirlinr  in  his  n.unr."  r/o/m  1:12) 
hrist  tiiclav,  contact  a  local  Southern  Baptist  church 

lor  spiritual  guidance. 


BUCKLES 

com.  from  p.  I 

Crossgates  Church,  Brandon; 
and  First  Church,  Jackson. 

■  Forgiven  Quartet  from 
First  Church,  Ridgeland. 

Worship  leaders  included 
James  Francis,  minister  of  mu¬ 
sic  at  West  Heights  Church, 
Pontotoc;  Tom  Jenkins,  min¬ 
ister  of  music  at  First  Church, 
Starkville;  Mike  Hariand,  di¬ 
rector  of  church  music  for  Life- 
Way  Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  Chest* rviille  Calvary  Karen  Cumberland,  music. 

Church,  Tupalo:  40th  anni-  _  _ 

versa rv  concert,  Nov.  10,  6  ^  East  Ptaasant  Grovs 

p  m^Teaturing  Adam  Crabb,  Church,  Quitman:  Revival, 
Catherine  McMahan,  and  Nov.  to  -  13;  Sun.,  u  «. 
Sean  Greer.  Free.  and  5  P-m-i  Mon.  -  Wed., 

6:30  p.m.;  Gary  Blair,  speak- 
^  ML  Olive  Church,  Okolo-  er;  W.  Dwain  Rogers,  music. 

na:  Homecoming/  Harvest  _. _ . 

Da v /Thanksgiving  celebra-  ►  Fiyttt*  Cnurcn, 
tion,  Nov.  10;  services,  to  son  County:  Centennial  An- 
a.m„  followed  by  lunch;  Sav-  "'versary,  No^io;  worship, 


Nashville;  and  Derrick  Cowan, 

minister  of  arts  and  discipleship  NEWLY  ELECTED 
at  First  Church,  Ridgeland;.  0ffjc 
Messengers  approved  First  mee 
Church,  Jackson,  as  the  site  at  the  |eft.; 

2014  annual  session  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  on 
Oct  28-29,  with  Mark  Vincent, 
pastor  of  Clarke  Venable  Church, 

Decatur,  preaching  the  conven¬ 
tion  sermon.  Ronnie  Falvey,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Madison,  will 
serve  as  alternate  preacher. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  (MBC) 
..iessengers  to  the  2013  MBC  annual 
ina  Oct.  29-30  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  are  (from 
Donnie  Stuart,  pastor  of  Rock  Bluff  Church,  Daniel, 
second  vice-president;  Joe  Pete,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Greenwood,  first  vice  president;  Matt  Buckles,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Vicksburg,  president;  Michael  Weeks,  pastor 
of  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Olive  Branch,  recording  secretary; 
and  Jerry  Bingham,  missions  director  for  Benton-Tippah 
Association  in  Ripley,  associate  recording  secretary.  (Photo 
by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


FIRST  CHURCH.  BOYLE,  celebrated  its  105th  year  at 
homecoming,  Oct.  20.  Shown  are  guests  Jessica  Hardy, 
Zach  Hardy,  Joseph  Anderson,  Jan  Anderson,  Sandra 
Edwards,  and  pastor  Clarence  Edwards. 


Submission  Guidelines  ^ 


via  e-mail,  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs  must 
be  dear,  sharp,  and  weM-lighted  Photographs 
must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or 

objectonly  photographs  will  be  printed.  * - 

Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  win  not  be  published 
Cel  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint 


news  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  end 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  email  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-Inch  paper  and  mailed  Alt  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing:  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threfts.  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 


There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items 
and/or  photographs  wil!  be  published,  end 
unsolicited  material  will  not  ba  acknowledged 
All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  all 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is 
one  week  prior  to  requested  publication  data 
Article*  that  are  not  date-sensitive  wi  be 


MT.  PISGAH  CHURCH.  ENID,  celebrated  ita  125th 
anniversary  Oct.  13.  Shown  is  North  Central  Association 
AMD  Lowell  Ingram  presenting  the  anniversary  certifi¬ 
cate  from  the  Mississippi  Bsptist  Historicsl  Commission 
to  Msrty  Evsns.  Jr.,  psstor. 
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Doubting  Jesus'  Power?  •  John  9:8-1 1,  13-17,  35-41 


own  ex¬ 
periences 
to  find  the 
root.  As  a 
matter  of 
fact  you 
need  to  go 
all  the  way 
back  to  the  Garden  of  Eden  when  the 
serpent  planted  doubt  in  the  mind  of  Eve 
who  as  a  result  saw  Adam  succumb. 

Fast  forward  to  the  life  and  times  of 
Christ.  There  were  untold  numbers  of 
people  that  Jesus  came  in  contact  with 
every  day  while  He  walked  the  earth  that 


with  Bobby  McKay 


gry  feelings  toward  someone;  forgetting 
Christ’s  command  to  forgive  others  if 
they  want  God  to  forgive  them.  It  could 
be  in  our  own  minds,  seeds  of  hatred  or 
bitterness  growing  that  no  one  else  can 
see  or  know  about. 

Even  still,  within  our  minds  jealousy 
and  contempt  may  rage.  Truly,  a  mind  is 
a  terrible  thing  to  waste!  In  the  book  of 
Romans,  Paul  reminded  us  to  renew  our 


Step  In  •  1  Samuel 25:14-17,  23-28,  32-35 


ment  and  discretion,  and  pronounced 
a  blessing  on  her  for  keeping  him  from 
taking  part  in  a  serious  bloodbath. 

After  the  death  of  NabaJ.  and  after 
the  life  changing  encounter  with  Abi¬ 
gail,  David  sent  her  a  marriage  propos¬ 
al.  Ahh,  love  is  a  more  excellent  way! 
They  married.  No  doubt  her  beauty 
was  more  than  skin  deep,  for  she  was 
strong  enough  to  analyze  and  step  in 
and  defuse  a  dangerous  conflict. 

The  principle  of  the  cross  is  that  our 
Savior  accepted  judgment  for  things 
he  did  not  do  and  sought  to  set  things 
right.  God  is  never  greater  than  when 
he  died  for  our  sins,  and  we  are  nev¬ 
er  greater  than  when  we  die  to  self  in 
service  to  others.  Abigail  accepted  full 
responsibility,  and  God  kept  David  s 
sword  clean  and  taught  him  a  lesson 
he  never  forgot.  There  are  times  in  all 
of  our  lives  where  we  can  step  in  and 
rescue  someone  from  a  bad  situation, 
and  there  are  times  when  we  should  be 
smart  enough  to -recognreeAl>a  offer  of 
good  advice. 

Pray  with  me  -  "Deliver  us  from  evil 
and  lead  us  not  into  temptations." 

Gibson  is  a-memher  of  Monticello 
Church,  Monticello. 


By  waiting  on  the  Lord,  we  can  over-  el  who  sent  you  to  meet  me  todaj 
come  evil  with  good.  God  used  Abigail  you  be  blessed  for  yourgood  jud 
to  prevent  David  from  murdering  by  and  for  keeping  me  from  blo< 

reminding  him  of  Nabel »  «ro.  eWec-  *Wd - f  L - - - 

ter.  Abigail  informed  David  in  w.30-  ing  rn 
jjl  that  he  would  suffer  in  the  future  if  God  o 

our  pruning  system  necessary  to  pre-  come 
- — 1  future.  Let  no  wrongdo-  ing  to 


n  evil  for  good  (Nabal?)  31  that  he  would  sutler  in  tne  ruiure  11  wo  u.  . 

:hoice  is  to  return  good  he  flummoxed  the  incident.  It  s  part  of  from  harming  you, 
used  Abigail  to  over-  our  pruning  system  necessary  to  pre¬ 
good  by  preventing  Da-  pare  a  good  future.  Let  no  wrongdo- 
ning  a  murderer.  Prov.  mg  be  found  in  you,  but  practice  lean- 

art  "Do  not  say  ’111  do  to  ing  on  and  _ 

lone  to  me...'  resting  in 


if  you  had  not 

Suickly,  not  one  male  belong- 
abal,  would  have  been  aliv*  by 
daybreak.”  David  accepted  from  her 
hand  what 
she 

brought  to 

I  save  a  bad 
situation 
from  total 
disaster. 
Please 
note  that 
sin  makes 
you  dull, 
stupid, 
dumb  and  without  wisdom  of  who 
God  is.  Without  biblical  truths,  we 
run  amok.  Sooner  or  later  we  all  will 
have  feelings  toward  someone  else 
which  we  need  to  secretly  handle. 
(How  wonderful  is  it  to  own  a  Bible?) 

David's  beatitudes  in  response  were 
a  praise  offering  to  God  for  sending  Ab¬ 
igail  to  save  him  from  the  situation.  He 
complimented  Abigail  for  her  discern- 


God’s  lov¬ 
ing  care. 

Abigail 
pleaded 
with  Da¬ 
vid  to  look 
beyond  his 
pain  and 
exercise 

his  faith.  _ . 

David  was  smart  enough  to  recognize 
her  great  wisdom.  We  should  do  no 
less.  All  Christians  face  dilemmas 
about  pursuing  revenge,  but  be  careful 
not  to  confuse  your  agenda  with  God  s 
overall  redemption  plan. 

Because  of  Abigail  s  advice  to  David 
that  he  was  under  God’S-care,  he  was 


Studies  for  Life 

th  Evelyn  Gibson 


■v«  mas  «aa  IUJ  vi  Iiis.il  ium  ■■  - - -  .  * 

dependent  upon  the  people  of  the  area  for 
food.  A  sensitized  conscience,  however, 
will  serve  you  well  in  decision  making. 


Just  for  the  Record 

sanna.  Hunter  May,  Jason  Runnels,  and  The 'Revelations 
►  First  Church,  Nicholson,  is  hosting  the  50th  Santa 
Rosa  Church  reunion  Nov.  10, 1  p.m.,  with  a  potluck  din¬ 
ner.  Santa  Rosa  Church  closed  its  doors  fifty  years  ago 
and  the  buildings  and  contents  of  the  church  were  do¬ 
nated  to  Waveland  Church.  A  trust  fund  was  begun  with 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  at  the  time,  and  since 


then  $166435.21  has  been  donated  to  the  Cooperative 
Program.  “> 

►  The  Northeast  Mississippi  Pastors  Conference  will 
meet  at  Union  Association  Nov.  11.  For  information,  call 
(662)534-3940. 

►  Double  Springs  Church,  Msbsn.  will  host  the  Greenes 
in  concert  Nov.  10, 6  p.m.  Love  offering. 


In  other  Church  News: 

►  Antioch  Church.  Brandon,  is  hosting  a  ^eojiyet- 
eran's  Day  service  Nov.  10, 10:30  a.m  ,  fratunng  Vietnam 
veterans.  Terry  Rutherford  and  Mike  Walters,  speakers. 
Scott  Walters,  pastor. 

►  N*»  Sight  Church.  Broofchwsn.  is  hosting  a  ML quar¬ 
tet  festival  Nov.  9,  4  p  m.  Music  by  Calm  Assurance,  Ho- 
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Just  for  the  Record 


MANILLA  CHURCH. 
MONTICELLO. 
participated  in 'Feed 
the  Cougars,'  provid¬ 
ing  a  meal  for  the  high 
school  football  team 
prior  to  one  of  their 
Friday  night  games. 
Shown  representing 
the  church  were  Gladys 
Tyrone,  Teresa  Jackson, 
Jordan  Faler,  Vanessa 
and  Marcus  Killing- 
sworth,  Alton  Latch- 
worth,  Lae  Faler,  and 
Tim  Lae;  seated.  Beck 
Dawsey  and  Dorothy 


EN*S  JOB  CORPS  of 
Indianota  a  id  Cleveland 
hold  a  joint  celebra¬ 
tion  Oct  20, 2  pm,  at 
the  Vale  Street  Church, 
Cleveland.  Shown  at  left 
are  Indianota  gradu¬ 
ates  Raven  Samone 
Moetey  and  Mary  Ann 
Jackson.  Shown  below 
are  Cleveland  partici¬ 
pants  Chaaeiddi  Parker, 
Carolyn  Matthews,  Ad- 
die  Greyer  and  Lindsey 
Kimball.  Sherry  William¬ 
son,  site  coordinator. 


UTICA  CHURCH. 
UTICA,  recognized 
Debbie  Strong  for  more 
than  30  years  of  service 
to  the  music  ministry, 
with  25  years  as  organ¬ 
ist  She  received  a  love 
offering,  with  other  gifts 
from  the  churdi,  choir, 
and  individuals,  plus  a 
book  of  letters.  After  the 
service,  a  covered  dish 
luncheon  was  held  in 
her  honor.  Shown  are 
Judy  Walker  and  Strong. 


TILLATOBA 

CHURCH, 

YALOBUSHA 

ASSOCIATION. 

recently  elected 
four  deacons. Three 
holding  plaques 
were  ordained  Oct 
19.  Shown  are  pas¬ 
tor  Rickey  Hams, 
Eddie  Simmons, 
Howard  Jackson, 
David  Robinson, 
and  Mark  Hartley. 


DOTY  SPRINGS  CHURCH.  ATTALA  ASSOCIATION. 

recently  held  an  awards  ceremony  recognizing  several  deacons 
for  outstanding  service  and  awarding  'lifetime’  status  to  three  of 
them.  Also  recognized  was  Jean  McCool,  Sunday  School  director 
and  church  treasurer.  Shown  are  Allen  Havens,  Wanda  Havens, 
Keith  McCool,  Jean  McCool,  Jimmy  Adcock.  Frances  Adoock. 
Aaron  Steed,  and  pastor  Ralph  Hunt 


Henry  Smith 
and  Darrell 
Scarbrough  as 
deacons  Oct  27 
Shown  are  Cin¬ 
dy  Smith,  Smith, 
Donald  Gentry, 
Scarbrough,  and 
Kathy  Scar- 


MACEDONIA 

CHURCH. 

UNION 

COUNTY,  held 
its  2nd  Judg¬ 
ment  House  Oct. 
23  -  27.  Over  the 
five  nights,  995 
people  attended 
the  perfor¬ 
mance,  with  31 
praying  to  re¬ 
ceive  Christ  and 
65  rededications 
Louie  Williams, 


PLEASANT  HILL  CHURCH.  TIPPAH  COUNTY,  held  a  pa* 
tor  appreciation  event.  Shown  are  pastor  Scott  Hudson  with  dea¬ 
cons  Justin  Seawright,  Ray  Owen,  Stacy  Bates.  Larry  Wilbanks, 
and  Pat  Hopper. 
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